ATTACK BY KURDS
shooting party of four other British officers, with friendly
local villagers, in a ravine close to camp, 20 m. SSE. Kotur,
10m. E. of frontier. He was himself unarmed. When less
than 2 miles from camp, party was suddenly attacked at
close range by about ten Kurds from neighbouring encamp-
ment.
'About thirty aimed shots were fired, several at 50 yards
range hi broad daylight. Bullet fired at 400 yards struck
Hubbard, passing between two fingers of right hand and
damaging them but not severely, and piercing right thigh.
Latter wound severe, sciatic nerve being apparently severed.
No other casualties. As it is absolutely essential that he
should have the best possible medical attention till he can
reach London, I have directed Captain Pierpoint, I.M.S.,
accompanied by servant to proceed on duty with Mm to
London by easy stages.
'We hope to move him to Khoi in four or five days time
and thence to Julfa by motqr-car en route TiSis and Batum.
' Six men implicated have been arrested and are in custody.
I have taken their evidence and propose to send them with
others whom I hope to have captured shortly to Tabriz via
Khoi under guard with Capt. Dyer.
'Motive for attack is not clear but plainly premeditated;
probably made by members of Persian Shikak tribe so as to
get local Persian chief friendly to Russians into trouble with
latter, for whom tribesmen appear to have mistaken us.
Despatch follows. At time of occurrence I was with my
colleagues on a Sub-Commission on difficult part of Frontier
some 30 miles off and only heard of it yesterday on my
return, messenger having failed to reach me. Hence delay in
reporting matter.
* Please inform Mrs. Hubbard, with expression of my pro-
found regret and sympathy,
*I have no time to add more except that he has been
suffering great pain which he bears with marvellous fortitude^
a great example to us all.'
*(To my brother Hugh, Sept. 29.) 1 am surprised aad
delighted to hear of you and Steuart "going for a soWksr".
I hope to join you hi France. I am full of trouble. Firstly my
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